Ice rink owner projects Friday opening

Pat McLin uses a

’ tape measure to

trudging in and out of Shawnee’s new ice-skating ook he oiie of
The $2.5 million at Johnson Drive and Bark- an opening be-
awmum_mo&whq'mm’;:m 'omln:"ma
Wby'lhnbm wasn’t open T"‘“‘ b
Construction activity was heavy on Tuesday, but new
Oliver is still projecti 'mm’%gpufm rink. The owners
business on Friday g-’bltm am. to 1o be ready
10 pm. Admission is $5.50, skate rental is $2. mm

don’t know what could stop it at this point, but by Friday.
there’s something out there that could,” said
Oliver, who had planned tob_eﬁl':mebnd. with et ROMRRBON
a occupancy permit city.
h.?e“m':&by has't rceived the permi, but plans to o Ao

one by Friday, provided enough is complete.
Before opening, Oliver wants to have all of the flooring
o i A youth hockey tours planned for Saturday  “We have people waiting here that
to tournament is $0 many waiting to get in
mmmdomtomwmm m%mmmmmm we've got to get qui:klyumug:.t”saidOIiver,
to be delivered last week, but still had not H Association has committed to 35 to 40 hours  who has been ing toward the project for two years.
day. of ice time. See ICE, Page 11, Col. 1
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What people will see when the fa-
cility first opens won't be a finished
product by any means. The kitchen
won‘:hbe op:l:tiondudthe

won't be open, among
Other things

Oliver said it would be about a
month before the interior is com-
plete. The exterior won't be fin-
ished until spring, when landscap-

ing work can be accomplished.
The most visible sign of progress
isthess-by-m-f:g:iumﬁa
that is ready for skating. Lines

der that surrounds the ice and con-
nects to the Plexiglas shield that

mmﬁxﬂomﬁomﬂying

" Ofiver, who spent 12 in the
h'm spent 12 years |

before going to
work on the ice arena, has exten-

- struct the border, but didn’t think it
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would arrive in time for the facility
to open on time.

Of course, that was when the ice
arena was scheduled to open in
November.

Oliver’s next construction proj
will be the racks for rental skates.

A full-time staff of five has al-
ready been hired — a pro shop

manager, a CONCession manager, an
assistant general manager, a certi-
fied athletic trainer and an assis-
tant manager.

" Oliver, who has r::gnely b:’emn
Etnng' in 12- to 16-
kgl the general manager. He can

hardly wait to get started, saying,
“I’ve been waiting for two years to
make a living.” )




